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OF 
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TheCommittee of Flections. 


The 8th. of December, 1680. 


ING FAMES by Charter in the Fourth Year of his Reign incorporated the Inhabitants of St. Zdmunds- 
Bury, by the name of Alderman and Burgeſles, and thereby erected an Alderman, 12 Capital Burgeſſes, and 
2.4 Burgeſſes of Common Councel for the Government of that Corporation : And by Charter in the 12th. 
year of his Reign Ganted that there ſhould be two Burgeſfes ſent to Parliament for the faid Borough, to be 
EleCted by the Alderman, 12 Capital Burgeſles, and 24 Burgeſles of Common Councel. 


Sir Thomas Hervey and Mr. Fermyn Elected by the Alderman, 12 Capital Burgeſles, 
and 24 Burgelſes of Common Councel, according to the Charter, 12 Fac. 


Mr. Rotheram (Elected by ſome of the Freemen onely, and not the general Inhabitants) endeavoured to make out a 
Right in Bury to ſend Burgeſles to Parliament by Preſcription. 
Mr. Rotheram urged that Bury was a Borough by Preſcription ; and offered a Record whereby 7. 1. granted to the 
Burgeſſes of Bury ſeveral Priviſedges. | 
That Grant of ZZ. x. is not Extant ; but by the Exemplification thereof, which was 6 #. 4. it appears that that Grant 
was not made to the Burgeſſes of St. Edmund, but to the Abbot and Convent of St. Edmund. | 
Mr. Rotheram, to prove Bury ſent Burgeſles to Parhament by Preſcription, offered 4 Records, 3o Ed. x. 34 Ed. 1. 
14 Ed. 3. and 21 £4. 3. 
' They were onely the general Writs of Summons to Parliment indorſed by the Sheriffs as ſometimes the uſe in thoſe 
days,was with a Prec eſt, in nature of a Remembrance to whom and to what places he made his Precpts. 


The Writs produced by —_— d both Hundreds / \ 'J —_ 4 C both Hundreds 
Mr. Rotheram are ſome of Norf* 4 Norwich | Sufff 4 Ipſwich | 
them indorfed, Omnibus Tooth Domnwich 
Ballivs Nort”, &c. | Lynn Orford. 


From this Mr. Rotheram would infer that Precepts were ſent to the Borough of St. Edmund which they were not, but 
to the Bailiff of the Liberty of St. Edmund, which was 7 Hundreds and a third part of the County, and in the Schedule to 
the Writ of the 3o E4. x. the Sheriff ſo expreſſes it in theſe words, Fecz preceptum hujus brevis Seneſcallo Libertatis 
Santt; Edmundi, &c. | | | 

The Writs offered by Mr. Rotheram have all their Schedules annexed to them (except onely that of 14 E4. 3. which is 
loſt oft ) and do expreis what places in Norfolk and Syfolx ſent Burgeſles in thoſe times, and who were ſent, and who their 
Manucaptors: But Bury is not named in any of them, that it would have appeared in the very Records produced by Mr. Ro- 
theram had he brought them intire, That in thoſe times Bury ſent no Burgeſles to Parliament. 

Mr. Rotheram would have _ to chuſe an Evidence ot Right, though no Records of any Burgeſles ever eletted , 
and cited North-Alerton and Heydon , both in Torſhire, as having but one Precept, and no Return till lately ; and yet ſend 
Burgeſles. 

— ſent Burgeſles to Parliament Anno 26 Ed. 1. namely, Stephen Maunſell and Fohn le Clerke, and their Manucap- 
tors, Fohn le Norrs, and others. 

Heydon, a late Borough, and ſends Burgeſles to Parliament by a late Charter, had no Precept in ancient time : But 
there was a Precept to ZZodon, a Liberty, 50 Ed. 3. which may be the Error. 

If the Precepts had gone to the Town of Bary, (as they did not) yet no Evidence of a Right, there being no Eleion : 
For Baſing/toake had 4 Precepts, viz. 33 Ed. 1. 28 Ed.rx. 2 Ed. 2. 4 Ed.2. Aulton had 3 Precepts, 33 Ed.1. 2 Ed.2. 4 Ed... 
Odiham, 2. Precepts, 28 Ed. 1. 2 Ed.2. Dunſtable, x Precept, 4 Ed. 2. Glaſtonbury, 1 Precept, 12 Ed. 3. beſides Herteſmere, 
Blyton, and St. Etheldred, in the very Records produced by Mr. Rotheram, and yet none of theſe Places fend Burgeſſes to 
Parliament, or pretend thereunto. | 

Mr. Rotheram urged that the men of Bury were bound to the Abbot not to claim a Community, and ſo loſt their Right 
of ſending Burgeſles to Parliament. | 

The Abbot could not make the Town renounce that Right; The King and People both had an Intereſt in it ; That 
were for the Abbot to exeute a Juriſdiction over the Sovereign Power. | 

Mr. Rotheram urged that the Clauſe in the Charter, 12 = limiting the number of Ele&tors, was void : For that the 
King might then create 300 Corporations ſending Burgeſles to Parliament , and that one of His naming ſhould chuſe 
them; ſo in effe& there would be 600 of the King's naming. And the King might make as many Lords as he pleaſed ; 
and the Conſequences thereof would be plain. 

This Power hath been agreed to the King in all Ages, in Originals, Grants, (as that of Bury is) as appeares by Coke 
4- Inſt. 49. 2 Co.121. Hobart, 14,15. Rofls,2.part,197,198. and *twould be hard to take it away upon Preſumption that 
the King may uſe it ill : ſuch Proceedings may be dangerous to many Members of the Houſe. 

Bury never ſent Burgeſles to. Parliament till the Charter of 12 Fac. and ever ſince hath ſent Burgeſles to Parliament, 
and elected them as that Charter dire&s, and not otherwiſe. 
The Committee voted and agreed Sir Thomas Hervey and Mr. Fermyn duely ele&ed. 


